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REASONS 


Why be cannot conform to the Proteſtant 
RELIGION, 


BECAUSE the Proteſtant Reli- 
5 gion is a new Religion, which 
had no Being in the World, 

till one thoufand five hundred 
2 after CHRIST: And therefore it comes 
one thouſand five hundred Years too late to 
be the true Church of Carisr. Martin Lu- 
tber laid the firſt Foundations of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion in the Year 1517, and his 
Followers took the Name of Proteſtants in, 
the Year 1329. Before which Time nei- 
ther the Name, nor the Religion was ever 
heard of in the Chriſtian World. And we 
defy all the learned Men amongſt them to 
name ſo much as one ſingle Man before Lu- 
tber, who held brougbout their thirty nine 


Articles, or any other intire Syſtem of Pro- 


teſtancy as it is now profeſs'd in any Country 
upon Earth. Now how can that be CHRIST's 
Church, which for ſo many Ages had no 


Being in the World? Since all Chriſtians are 


obliged to acknowledge that the true Church 
of CHRIST can be no other than that which 
had its Beginning from Cugisr, and, as he 
promis*'d, was to ſtand for ever. See S. Matt. 
16, v. 18, and St. Matt. 28, v. 20. 
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2. Becauſe the Proteſtant Religion cannot 
be true, except the whole Scripture, both of 
the Old and New Teſtament, from the Be- 
ginning to the End be falſe, which in ſo ma- 
ny Places aſſures us that the Church of CRI 
ſhould never go aſtray. For every one 
knovs that the Proteſtant Religion pretends 
to be a Reformation of the Church of CnRIST: 
And *tis evident there could be no room for 
a Reformation of the Church of CHRIST, 
except the Church was gone aſtray. So that 
the whole Building of their Pretendedly Re- 
formed Church is founded upon this Suppoſi- 
tion, of the whole Church before the Times 
of Luther having been corrupted by dam- 
nable Errors. Laity and Clerg;; ſays their 
© Homily Book approv'd by the 39 Ar- 
« ticles, Art. 25, Learned and Unlearned, 
« all Ages, Sects and Degrees of Men, Wo- 
** men and Children of whole Chriſtendom 
« (an horrible and moſt dreadfu} Thing to 
t think) have been at once drown'd in abo- 
„ minable Idolatry, of all other Vices moſt 
« dereſted by God, and damnable to Man, 
« and that by the Space of eight hundred 
« Years and more. Hom. Of Peril of V. 
dolatry, Part 3. Now, I ſay, if this be true 
which is the main Foundation of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, the whole Scripture muſt be 
falſe, which ſo often promiſes that CHRIS T's 
Church ſhall never be corrupted by Error in 
Matters of Faith, much leſs be for fo many 
Ages overwhelm'd with abominableldolatry, 
Theu art Peter, ſays our Lord, S. Mailt. 16, 
| . 
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v. 18, and upon this Rock will I baild my 
Church. and the-Gates of Hell [the Powers of 
Darkneſs] ſhall not prevail againſt it. Theres 
fore the Church of CarisT could never go 
aſtray. Go teach all Nations, ſays the ſame 
Lord to the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, 
the Paſtors of the Church, S. Matt. 28, 20. 
and behold I am with you always even to the 
End of the World. Therefore the Church of 
CnrisT” could never fall into Errors; be- 
cauſe Cuts who is the Fay, the Truth and 
the Life, S. Jobn 14. v. 6. has promis'd his 
Preſence and Aſſiſtance to her Teachers even 
to the End of the World. See alſo St. Jobn 
14, v. 16, 17, where Cnr1sT promiles to 
the fame Paſtors and Feachers of the Church, 
The Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, to abide 
with them” for ever. "To teach them all Things, 
v. 26 ; and to guide them into all Truth. chap. 
16, v. 13. And [faiab 59, v. 20, 21, where 
God promiſes that after the Coming of our 
Redeemer his Church ſhall never err, This 1s 
my Covenant with them ſaith the Lord, my Spi- 


rit that is on thee, and my Words which J 


baus put in thy Mouth fhall not depart out 7 
thy Mouth, nor out of ive Mouth of thy Seed. 
nor out of tbe Mouth of thy Seeds Seed, ſaith 
the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. See 
alſo for the Infallibility of the Church of 
CnrisT, P/. 72, v. 5, 7. Pj. 89, v. 3, 4 
27, 28. 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 30, 
37. Jſaiab 9, v. 6, 7. cap. 35, v. 8 
cap. 54, v. 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 13, 15, 17. 
cap. 60, v. 11, 12, 15, 16, cap. 62, v. 
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6. Jeremiab 31, v. 35, 36, 37. cap. 33, 
v. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. E. 
zetiel 37, v. 24, 26. Daniel 2, v. 44. 
S. Luke 10, v. 16. Epheſians 4, v. 11, 
12, 13, 14. cap. 5, v. 23, 24. 1 Timo- 
thy 3. v. 14, 15. 

3. Becauſe the firſt Foundations of the 
Proteſtant Religion were laid by an inſup- 
portable Pride, in one Man viz, Luther 
(who is acknowledg'd to have been in the 
Beginning all alone) his preſuming to ſtand 
out againſt the whole Church of Gop;; 
therefore inſtead of following him or the Reli- 
gion invented by him, we ought by theRule of 
the Goſpel, S. Mai. 18, 17, to look upon him 
as no better than a Heathen and a Publican. 
F be negled to bear the Church, let bim be 
to thee as a Heathen and a Publican. 

4. Becauſe Luther and the firſt Proteſtants, 
when they began to ſet up their new Religi- 
on, and diſclaim'd from the Authority and 
Doctrine of all Churches then upon Earth, 
could not ſay the Creed without telling a Lie 
when they came to that Article, I believe ibe 
Holy CatholickChurch, the Communion of Saints. 

5. Becauſe the Proteſtant Church has not 
thoſe Marks by which the Nicene Creed directs 
us to the true Church of CHRIST: It is not 
One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtolical. 1. Tis 
not One; becauſe the different Branches of 
the pretended Reformation are divided from 
one another in Faith and Communion; nay 
ſcarce any two ſingle Men among them all 
are throughout of the ſame Sentiments in 

Religion 
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Religion. And no wonder, ſince every Man's 
private Spirit is with them the ultimate Judge 
of Controverſies; ſo that 'tis not poſſible 
they ſhould ever be brought to Unity in Re- 
ligion. 2. Their Church is not Holy, neither 
in her Doctrine, which, eſpecially in the firſt 
Reformers was ſhamefully ſcandalous in the 
encouraging Luſt and breaking of Vows 
Blaſphemous in charging God with being the 
Author of Sin; and notoriouſly wicked in 
their Notions of Free-will and Predeſtination: 
Nor is ſhe Holy in the Lives, either of her firſt 
Teachers (none of which were remarkable 
for Sanctity, and the greateſt Part of them 
infamous for their Vices) or of their Followers, 
who as many of the chief Proteſtant Wri- 
ters have freely own'd, inſtcad of growing 
better than they were before by embracing 
the Reformed Religion, grew daily worſe — 
worſe. 3. Their Church is not Ca/bolick : 
They are feaſible this Name belongs not to 
them, and therefore they have taken tothem- 
{elves another Name, vix. that of Proteſtants 
And indeed how ſhould their Church be Ca- 
tholigk or Univerſal, which implies being in all 
Ages and all Nations, lince it had no Being 
for ſifteen Ages, and is unknown in moſt 
Nations. 4. Their Church is not Apeſtelical: 
Since it neither was founded by any of the 
Apoſtles, nor has any Succeſſion of Doctrine, 
Communion, or lawful Miſſion from the A» 

poſtles. 
6. Becauſe Lulber the firſt Preacher of the 
Proteſtant Religion had no Marks of being 
A 3 f acted 
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acted by the Spirit of God, but bore many 
evident Badges of the Spirit of Satan: Wit- 
neſs his furious and violent Temper, which 
could not brook the leaſt Contradiction, of 
which many Proteſtants have loudly com- 
plain*d ; witnefs his ſcandalous Marriage with 
a Nun; and his no leſs ſcandalous Diſpenſa- 
tion, by which he allowed Philip Landgrave 
of Heſſe to have two Wives at once contrary 
to the Goſpel: Witneſs his frequent Conſe- 
rences with the Devil, in one of which, as we 
learn from his own Mouth, T. 7, Fol. 228, 
Sc. he was taught no ſmall Part of hisReforma- 
tion, to wit his aboliſhing the Maſs, by the 
Father of Lies. Now who would venture to 
follow thatMan for his Maſter inReligion who 
owns himſelf to have_been taught by Satan? 
7. Becaufe the firſt Steps towards the intro- 
ducing the Proteſtant Religion into England 
were made by K. Henry VIII. a moſt wicked 
Prince, who never ſpared Woman in bis Luſt, 
0 Man in bis Wrath: And the firſt Foun- 
dations of that Religion in this Kingdom 
were cemented by Blood, Luſt and Sacri- 
ledge, as every one knows that knows the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times. To this firſt Begin- 
ning the Progreſs was anſwerable in the Days 
of K. Edward VI, during which the Refor- 
mation was carried on with a high Hand by 
Somerſet and Dudley in Conjunction with the 
Council andParhament 2 intereſted Views, 
not without great Confuſion and innumerable 
Sacrileges, as their own Hiſtorian Dr. Hey- 
lin is forc'd to acknowledge. 
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8. Becauſe Proteſtancy was ſettled upon its 
2 Bottom in this Kingdom by Act of 
arliament in the firſt Year of the Reign of 
Q. Elizabeth, in Oppoſition to all theBiſhops, 
to the whole Convocation of the Clergy, and 
to both the Univerſities, that is, in one Word, 
in Oppoſition to the whole Body of the Cler- 
gy of the Kingdom; as may be ſeen inDr. Fut- 
ter L. 6. &c. Heylin p. 285, 286. How then 
can it be called theChurch of England or any 
Churchat all; feeing it was introduc'd and 
eſtabliſh*'d only by the Authority of meer 
Laymen, inOppoſition to theChurch. 

9. Becauſe it is viſible to any unprejudic'd 
Eye that there is not ſo much Devorion, Zeal 
or Religion among Proteſtants as there is a- 
mongſt Catholicks. We never hear of any 
Inſtances of extraordinary Sanctity amongſt 
them. The evangelical Counſel of voluntary 
Renunciation of the Goods and Pleaſures of 
this Life, is a Language which none of them 
underſtand. One of the firſt Feats of their 
Reformation was pulling down all Houles 
conſecrated to Retirement and Prayer. 

10. Becauſe all Kind of Arguments make 
for the Catholick Church and againſt Prote- 
ſtants. Ours is the Church in which all the 
Saints both lived and died: Our Religion 
has in every Age been confirmed, by innu- 
merable undoubted Miracles: We alone 
communicate with the Chair of Peter, to 
whom Char committed the Care of his 
whole Flock, Jobn 21. We alone inherit the 
Name of Catholicks appropriated in the Creed 
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to the true Church of CazisT. By the Mi- 
niſtery of our Preachers alone Nations of In- 
fidels have in every Age been converted to 
Cuaisr. In a Word, Antiquity, perpetual 
Viſibility, Apoſtolical Succeſſion and Miſſion, 
and all other Propertics of the true Church 
are viſibly on our Side, 

11, Becauſe even in the Judgment of Pro- 
teſtants we muſt be on the ſafer Side. They 
allow that our Church does not err in Funda- 
mentals; that ſhe is a Part at leaſt of the 
Church of Car1sT ; That we have ordinary 
Miſſion, Succeſſion and Orders from the A- 
poſtles of CarisT. They allow that there 
is Salvation in our Communion ; and conle- 
quently that our Church wants nothing ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. We can allow them 
nothing of all this without doing wrong to 
Truth and our Conſcience, We are convin- 
ced that they are all guilty of a Fundamen- 
tal Error, in the Article of the Church, which 
if they had believed a right, they would 
never have pretended toreform her Doctrine, 
We are convinced that they are Schiſmaticks 


by. ſeparating themſelves from the Commu- 


nion of the Church of CHRIST; and /7ereticks 
by diſſenting from her Doctrine in many ſub- 
ſtantial Articles; and conſequently that they 
have no Part in the Church of CuRxisr, No 
lawful Miſſion, .no Succeſſion from the Apo- 
ſtles, no Authority at all co preach the Word 
of God, or adminſter the Sacraments :- In 
fine, no Share in the Promiſes of Canisr's 
heavenly Kingdom (excepting the Caſe of in- 
vincible Ignorance) from which the Scripture 

in 


CA — 


1 ˙·⸗⏑—⏑—? . 6m ꝙ́q8 ans a mk A 


in ſo many Places excludes Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks. 

12, Becauſe the Proteſtant Religion, tho 
we were to ſuppoſe the Profeſſors of it to be 
excuſed by invincible Ignorance from the 
Guilt of Hereſy and Schiſm, lays them never- 
the-leſs under moſt dreadtul Diſadvantages 
which muſt needs highly endanger their ever- 
laſting Salvation : The more becauſe *tis at 
the leaſt highly probable they have no true 
Orders amongſt them. Hence they have no 
true Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
our Lorp, They have no Part in the great 
Euchariſtick Sacrifice; no Communication 
of the Holy Ghoſt by the Biſhops Impoſition 
of Hands in Confirmation ; no Power of the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven given to 
the Church, St. Matt. 16, v. 19, and St. Jobn 
20, v. 22, 23, for abſolving Sinners, Sc. Add 
to this that their Religion robs them of the 
Communion of the Saints in Heaven, by teach- 
ing them not to ſeek their Prayers or Inter- 
ceſſion : It encourages them by the Doctrine 
of 7uſtification by faith alone (Art. 11) to be 
no Ways ſollicitous for redeeming their paſt 
Sins by good Works and penitential Auſte- 
rities: It robs them, when they are Sick, of 
that great Bleſſing both Corporal and Spiri- 
tual promis'd St. James 5, to the Anointing of 
the Sick : And when they are dead, no Prayers 
muſt he ſaid for them, for fear of Superſtition. 
In fine, the Scriptbreg which are put in their 
Hands are coupe the little Good that 
their Church preſcribes or adviſes, as Faſting, 
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keeping Holidays, Confeſſion, c. is entirely 
neglected, and both Miniſters and People run 
on in a wide eaſy Way of Living, with little 
or no Apprehenſion for their future State. 
Whereas the true Servants of God in Imita- 
tion of the Apoſtles and other Saints have 
always led a Life of Mortification and Self- 
denial, and have always ſtrove to work out 

their Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 
13. Becauſe the Proteſtant Religion can 
afford us no certainty in Matters of Faith, 
Their Church owns herſelf fallible even in 
Fundamentals; fince ſhe only pretends to 
be Part of the Univerſal Church, and every 
Part or particular Church according to her 
Principles may fall even into Errors deſtruc- 
tive of Salvation: What Security then can 
ſne give her Followers that ſhe is not actu- 
ally leading them on in the Way of eternal 
Damnation? She has no infallible — 
for the Scripture itſelf, which ſhe pretends 
to make her only Rule of Faith. For whence 
can ſhe pretend to have this Certainty? Not 
from the Scripture itſelf; for this would be 
running round in a Circle. Beſides there is 
no Part of Scripture that tells us what Books 
are Scripture and What not: Much leſs is 
there any Part of Scripture that aſſures us 


that the Ergiyb Proteſtant Bible, for Exam- | a 
ple, is agreeable to what the Prophets and ha 
Apoſtles wrote fo many Ages ago; or that P 
there is ſo mueh as one ſingle Word in it 
uncorrupted. If ſhe appeals to Tradition; 5. 
+ this according to her Principles cannot 
La ; ground 


(11 ] 
ground a certain Faith, ſince ſhe makes 
the Scripture alone the Rule of Faith. 
It ſhe appeals to Church Authority this ſhe 
pretends is not infallible. What then muſt 
become of the Infallibility of her Faith, 
when ſhe has no infallible certainty for the 
Scripture, upon which alone ſhe pretends to 
ground herFaith? Beſides tho? ſhe were infal- 
libly certain of the Scriptures being the pure 
Word of God, it would avail her nothing 
except ſhe were alſo infallibly certain that the 
Scripture is to be interpreted in her Way : 

| | And this is an Infallibilicy co which ſhe nei- 

cher can nor does pretend to lay any Claim. 

And thus after all her Brags of the pure Ward 

of God, her Children have no ather Ground 

for their Faith and Religion than her fallible 

Interpretation of the Word of God, oppo» 

ſite in many Points to the Interpretation of 

a Church of far greater Authority than ſhe 

can pretend to. | 


A SytEcImen of LUTHER“, Spigir 


T cannot be fafe in Matters of Religion. 
$ to follow a Man who is fo little wedded 
s | ro Truth, as to be ready to abandon it out of 
s | the Spirit of Contradiction, as often as by 
S | ſo doing he can be more troubleſome to his 
- | Adverſaries: Now this evidently appears to 
d | have been Luther's Diſpoſition from many 
it | Places in his Writings. 

it | In his Epiſtle to his Friends at Strasburg T. 
1; | 5. Fol. 502, If Carloſt adius, ſays he, or any 
8 Man elſe could five Years ago have —_ f 
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c yinc'd me that there is nothing in the Sacrament 
« but Bread and Wine, he would have wonderfull 
« obliged me: For I was examining this Point with 
„great Anxiety, and labour'd with all my Force to 
« get clear of the Difficulty; becauſe by this 
CC | © Sn I knew very well [mark bis Motive) 1 
&« ſhould terribly incommode the Papacy. But I 
« find myſelf catch'd without hopes of eſcaping, 
« for the Text of the Goſpel is ſo clear and 
« ſtrong, that it will not eaſily admit of a Miſcon- 
« ſtruction.” He had a good Will it ſeems to have 
miſconſtrued it, but the Text was too clear. 

And in his Book de Ferm Mis. T. 2 Fol. 386, 
« If a Council, ſays he, by its own Authority 
« ſhould order or permit [ Communicn in both kinds] 
& then would we leaſt of all make uſe of both 
« Kinds. Nay in that Caſe in Contempt of the 
« Council and its Decrees, we would either receive 
« in one Kind only or in none at all, and by no 
« Means in both: But would curſe all thoſe that 
« in Compliance with ſuch a Decree ſhould receive 
« in both Kinds.” And in his Works printed in the 
High Dutch. 'T. 2. Fol. 214. He is ſo extravagant 
as to Write, That if a Council ſhould grant 
« Churchmen Liberty to marry, he would think 
« that Man more in God's Grace who, during his 
« Life, kept three Whores, than he who married 
« purſuant to the Council's Decree : and that he 
« would command under Pain of Damnation, that 
«© no Man ſhould marry by the Permiſhon of ſuch 
« a Council, but ſhould live chaſtly, or if that 
« were impoſlible not deſpair tho? he kept a Whore. 

In fine, in one of his Sermons preach'd againſt 
Carloſtadius and others who in his Abſence had pull'd 
down Images and made other Alterations without 
his Authority, he threatens them if they go on ſo, 
that he will turn Papiſt again and leave them all in 
the Lurch, by recalling all that he had ever written 
or ſaid, T. 7. Fol. 275. 2. So fer the firſt Preacher 
of the PROTESTANT RES1GION, 
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